
Earthquake  
Response in  
Port au Prince, Haiti

EMERGENCY UPDATE JANUARY 13, 2010

Haiti, the poorest nation in the western hemisphere, already 
was reeling from the effects of a devastated economy, extensive 
poverty, poor infrastructure, and last year’s floods, which 
wiped out crops and washed away roads and homes. The 
earthquake on Jan. 12, 2010, brought further damage to a 
country that already was suffering. Homes and major buildings 
have collapsed or tumbled down hillsides. The streets are filled 
with sounds and sights of grief and anguish, as survivors walk 
through rows of bodies pulled from the rubble of Port au 
Prince, the capital city of Haiti. Families choke the city’s streets 
and open spaces, terrified to return to buildings that still might 
collapse from earlier damage or continued aftershocks.

Your help is desperately needed as World Vision staff members from Haiti 
and around the world rush to provide emergency aid to at least 10,000 of the 
children and adults suffering injuries, destroyed homes and property, and 
grief from the loss of loved ones. That number will certainly rise as search 
and rescue operations and initial rapid assessments are carried out. The U.S. 
Geological Survey estimates 3 million people were “severely shaken” by the 
quake, and approximately 10 million felt it—some as far as 200 miles away 
in Cuba. Thankfully, we have not had any reports of children and families in 
World Vision’s communities being directly affected. 

“We would be very concerned about a quake of this magnitude anywhere in 
the world, but it is especially devastating in Haiti, where people are acutely 
vulnerable because of poor infrastructure and extreme poverty,” said Edward 
Brown, World Vision’s U.S. director for disaster relief.

“It felt as if a truck had hit a wall,” said World Vision staffer Magalie Boyer. 
“There is extensive damage in the city.” She added that World Vision’s staff 
in Haiti is distributing first aid kits, along with necessities such as blankets, 
clothes, water, and soap. 

World Vision staff members in Port au Prince, and those from the outlying 
regions that were not affected, have mobilized to assess damage and 
casualties, and provide assistance. Assessments are still under way, but local 
officials fear the number of deaths might easily reach into the tens, if not 
hundreds of thousands. World Vision expects food aid will be a priority, 
and we have the capacity to feed hundreds of thousands, but currently are 
constrained by lack of access. 

Thousands feared dead, more 
homeless and facing great need

A boy sits on top of rubble from a 
school that was destroyed by the 
earthquake in Haiti.
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“The people who live in Haiti 
already have suffered so much 
from poverty, disease, and unrest.  
Please pray for children and their 
families who have been affected by 
this disaster, and for World Vision’s 
staff as they provide emergency 
relief in the days and weeks ahead, 
and over the coming years as they 
rebuild. Pray that God will bring 
hope out of despair as He builds a 
new Haiti from the rubble.”
 — Rich Stearns,  
           president of  
                  World Vision U.S.



P.O. Box 9716
Federal Way, WA 98063-9716 
worldvision.org

World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working with children, families, and their communities worldwide 
to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice. Motivated by our faith in Jesus Christ, we serve alongside 
the poor and oppressed as a demonstration of God’s unconditional love for all people. World Vision serves all people, regardless of 
religion, race, ethnicity, or gender.

“There are relief goods pre-positioned in various locations across the country, 
though the challenge will be getting those supplies swiftly to those in need,” 
said Crystal Penner, a staff member working in the Central Plateau region. 
World Vision has pre-positioned emergency supply storehouses in Europe, 
Panama, and Denver, Colorado, which are able to ship supplies to Haiti. 
Thankfully, a shipping container of emergency supplies arrived in Haiti this 
summer, in anticipation of hurricane season. This shipment alone can help more 
than 1,500 families with kitchen sets, hygiene kits, water containers, and water 
purification tablets. As of Jan. 13, a shipment of primarily medical supplies were 
at a Haitian port. Once these items have been cleared by customs, they will 
benefit survivors of the quake.

Unexpected shock

The 7.0 magnitude earthquake rocked the nation’s capital and surrounding 
areas just before 5 p.m. local time, Tuesday, Jan. 12, sending tremors that 
reached the Dominican Republic. Large aftershocks followed, creating 
further damage and keeping fear and anxiety levels high.

Communication systems, electricity, and water supplies have been disrupted, 
and hospitals overflowed with patients. A hospital in the Petionville area of 
Port au Prince collapsed, trapping staff and patients, and causing extensive 
casualties. Public buildings such as schools, universities, hotels, and even 
the Haitian Parliament and presidential palace were destroyed, as well as 
headquarters for the United Nations mission in Haiti. Hillsides covered with 
low-income neighborhoods of shanty homes were leveled. There were reports 
of homes sliding into ravines. 

Experience counts

World Vision has a long history of working alongside the people of Haiti.  
We have provided relief and long-term development assistance for 31 years. 
More than 52,000 children receive the benefits of child sponsorship  
through 20 community development programs supported by U.S. donors  
and donors worldwide. More than 320,000 people are being helped by  
World Vision programs that target education, health and sanitation, 
economic development, and advocacy for the poor. Other special programs 
target clean water, food security, sustainable agriculture, and HIV and AIDS. 
Our staff in Haiti numbers more than 370 people, plus volunteers.

World Vision has experience responding to disasters in Haiti and worldwide. 
Last year, we responded to dozens of emergencies, including devastating 
floods that hit Haiti during hurricane season last year. Thanks to generous 
donors, World Vision was able to provide much-needed assistance to 
thousands of children and their families following the floods.

How you can help 
Please continue lifting up earthquake 
survivors in Haiti, as well as people involved 
in the rescue efforts. Also, your donation 
can help provide much-needed assistance to 
people who have been impacted by the quake.

Here are just a few examples of how your 
donation can make a difference:

•  $100 can provide a hygiene kit to a family.

•  $300 can provide collapsible water 
containers.

•  $500 can provide aqua tabs to purify water 
and provide clean water.

•  $1,000 can provide kitchen sets to families 
in need.
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Earthquake survivors carry an injured man to f ind 
medical assistance.

Rescuers climb on top of debris to search for 
survivors while concerned residents watch.
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